Here we report the second and third known specimens of Cephalopholis fulva with partial melanic coloration, photographed at Fernando de Noronha Archipelago and Camamu Bay, south-western Atlantic. While the species exhibits a wide range of colorations, the melanic pattern is an aberration only recently reported. Since C. fulva is common within its area of distribution and is of importance to fisheries, increasing records of melanism can either result from higher frequency than previously thought or, alternatively, that this condition is becoming more common.
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Keywords: colour abnormality, melanism, Brazil Figure 1B ). The melanic portion of both individuals was restricted to the head (Figure 1 A, B) . General morphology, body condition and swimming mode were normal. Other coneys observed in the same sites had normal coloration (Figure 2) .
The coney is a species abundant in the tropical and subtropical western Atlantic and it has been heavily exploited along the Brazilian coast in the past years (Klippel et al., 2005) . Fishing has been held responsible for reduction in abundance, modification in the bathymetric distribution and alterations in the social structure of some Brazilian populations of coney (Coelho, 2001 ) but what causes melanism in this species is unknown. This abnormality appears to be either more common than previously thought or, alternatively, is becoming more common.
However, because the two anomalous individuals share an extremely similar colour pattern, a third hypothesis is the existence of an undescribed colour phase distinct from (or intermediate between) the uniformly dark brown phase and the bicoloured phase. In fact, the transition between these two colour phases is known to occur due to excitement or normal diel changes (Nemtzov et al., 1993) but has never been recorded. 
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